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1st United Model House of Representatives
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Introduced by Representative Vigueras 
A BILL
H.R. 12
To designate the week of November 11 as Veterans History Awareness Week. 

Be it enacted by the U.S. Model House of Representatives,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the, `Veterans History Awareness Week Act.’

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS. 


(a) PUBLIC LIBRARY: A place, which receives federal funding, in which literary, musical, artistic, and/or reference materials are kept for use but not for sale available to the public. 


(b) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION: The term, ‘Institution of higher education,’ is defined in section 101 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001).


(c) ORGANIZED PROGRAMS: refers to any educational programming intended to disseminate knowledge to the public. 


(d) WAR VETERANS:  a person who, having been in the military service has been honorably discharged, or as defined by the department of Veterans Affairs.

SECTION 3. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Learning history is important to create an educated and active citizenry.  

(2) History promotes the values and ideas of a country. 

(3) Since the establishment of this country, the citizens of the United States have served courageously and valiantly during the times of war.

(4) There are approximately 26,403,704 veterans living in the United States and this number is likely to increase due to the current involvement of the United States in the war in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

(5) American soldiers currently serving in the Global War on Terror are more likely to survive a variety of life threatening wounds than were soldiers of any previous war. Therefore, we as a nation can expect to have more veterans with life mentally altering injuries than ever before. 

(6) Students in the public school system learn a limited amount of knowledge about to the aftermath of war including that of the men and women who have served in our nation’s wars. 

SECTION 4. VETERAN’S HISTORY AWARENESS WEEK 

(a) Establishment- of the week of November 11, as Veterans Awareness week: To promote the understanding of the personal stories of the American Veterans. 

(b) The clerk of both houses of congress shall organize different educational programs in the United States Capitol promoting the stories and experiences of veterans from the different states. 

(c) The White House Steward in-conjunction with the office of the President of the United States shall organize educational programs promoting the stories and experiences of veterans from different states. 

(d) All public institutions as defined in this bill shall be required to organize programs to promote historical awareness as well as the personal stories and experiences of local veterans.

(e) The Secretary of Education shall be responsible for making all public schools and institutions of higher education aware of this bill and shall hold those aforementioned schools and institutions of higher education accountable for the implementation of this law. 

(f) The primary beneficiaries of this program shall be the American people. 
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