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 To require the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs to cover young veterans’, who have had a good and extended record of service, to get full college educational expenses benefits...  (Introduced in House)
IN THE U.S. MODEL HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

April 18, 2006
Mr. FEULNER introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Veteran’s Affairs.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
A BILL

To require the Department of Veteran Affairs to cover young veterans’ college educational expenses benefits

Be it enacted by the U.S. Model House of Representatives,
SECTION 1. FINDINGS.


Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The Armed Services are undermanned due to the current level of deployment across    

      the world.



(2) This has caused the Armed Services to experience a decreased rate of

                              enlistment.


(3) The low rate of enlistment has forced the Armed Services to use the current 
                             members of the Armed Forces more than usual.


(4) Part of the low enlistment rates is the low appeal to teenagers of falling behind 
                             their peers in their education.


(5) The low level of current incentives to join the Armed Services balanced with 
                              the higher the high risk of being called into combat duty will continue to keep 
                              enlistment rates low.


(6) Current young Armed Service members make risks that most American 
                              teenagers are unwilling to make.


(7)  These young Armed Service members deserve the highest honor and the 
                               greatest amount of benefits that can be spared.


(8) In order to help boost enlistment rates and give current college-age Armed 
                             Service members greater benefits a law should be enacted guaranteeing them 
                             free tuition for a four-year college degree program.

SEC. 2. PROGRAM.


(a) Establishment- The Department of Veteran’s affairs shall established a 
program for

                  young veterans, who have good standing, to receive a free college education in order

                  to add extra incentive for college age adults to join the Armed Services and to reward 
                  those young adults, who protect our country. Such a Program shall—


(1) Provide free tuition and fees to veterans in good standing to a four-year              

                             accredited institution.


(2) Program will only provide funds for an undergraduate program.

(b) Definitions:



(1) “Good standing” means a person who served in the active military, naval, or 
                                air service, and who was discharged or released there from under conditions 
                                other than dishonorable.



(2) “Young Veterans” means a person who served in the active military, naval, or 
                                air service between the ages of 18-23.


(c) Funding-



(1) The revenue for this program shall be raised from a tax on federal student 
                              loans matched by the institutions of higher learning.



(2) Institutions of higher learning have the option to avoid the tax by allowing 
                              veterans free tuition and board.
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