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To require the U. S. Government, through the Department of Defense, to establish a defined benefit for the surviving immediate family of fallen soldiers, regardless of the war, conflict or police action in which the soldier is involved.

IN THE U.S. MODEL HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
April 18, 2006
Mr. Clamp introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Veteran’s Affairs.

A BILL

To require the U. S. Government, through the Department of Defense, to establish a defined benefit for the surviving immediate family of fallen soldiers, regardless of the war, conflict or police action in which the soldier is involved.


Be it enacted by the U.S. Model House of Representatives,
SECTION 1. FINDINGS.


Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Today’s military is an all-voluntary force,

(2) The government of the United States, and all of our society, establishes no value on human life but instead considers all life precious,

(3) The majority of service men and women are of young age,

(4) The rate of death during military conflicts is higher among the younger service men and women,

(5) Many of the fallen soldiers had insufficient time in life to prepare for and achieve certain financial goals,

(6) Many of the fallen soldiers had not established their own families.

SECTION 2. PROGRAM.

(a) establishment – The United States Government, through the Department of Defense, shall establish a defined benefit for the surviving immediate family of fallen soldiers, regardless of the war, conflict or police action in which the soldier is involved, to provide an economic base that the soldier would have otherwise 

provided for his or her spouse and children, or immediate family, if unmarried.  Such program shall—

(1) Provide for all military personnel, a mandatory program of financial planning;

a. All personnel shall undergo an initial program of financial planning.

b. All personnel shall receive periodic financial planning, at a frequency of no less than annually.

(2) Define lineage of benefit payment; when soldier is unmarried and/or has no children;

a. Absent spouse or children, soldier may specify a beneficiary as mother, father, brother or sister.

b. Mother or father qualifies for general purpose benefit.

c. Brother or sister qualifies for general purpose benefit.

d. Brother or sister qualifies for educational benefit.

i. Qualification must be established by age 35.

ii. Once established, the program of study will be funded to the maximum amount.

(3) Define general purpose, fixed amount of death benefit.

a. General purpose benefit is fixed at the amount of $200,000.

b. General purpose benefit is paid separate and apart from all other death benefits the soldier may have established.

c. The total cost of this benefit is paid by the United States Government.

(4) Define specific purpose, fixed amount of death benefit for educational purposes only;

a. Specific purpose benefit for educational purposes only is fixed at the amount of $150,000 each for up to two children.

b. Specific purpose benefit for educational purposes is paid separate and apart from all other death benefits the soldier may have established.

c. The total cost of this benefit is paid by the United States Government.

(5) Establish funding, retroactive to the September 11, 2001;

a. Be it recognized that the events on this date in our country began a war against terrorism that is on par with any other conflict that the U. S. military has engaged in.

b. Identify soldiers who have fallen in the line of duty in the war on terrorism and in any other conflict in which the U. S. is engaged, since that date.

(6) Establish funding timeline.

a. Funding shall be completed by the end of the fiscal year 2006-07, and no later than September 30, 2007.

(b) Primary beneficiaries – this program established under subsection (a) shall be designed for the benefit of the morale of all military personnel, and for the care of the immediate family, as defined, for soldiers fallen in the line of duty during any war, conflict or police action.
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