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To establish national limitations and standards for waste products from cruise vessels into the waters of the United States, and to enforce the new standards.

1st US Model House of Representatives

1st Session

H.R. 16

IN THE U.S. MODEL HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
April 18, 2006
Mr. SALEMME introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.



A BILL

To establish national limitations and standards for waste products from cruise vessels into the waters of the United States, and to enforce the new standards.

Be it enacted by the U.S. Model House of Representatives,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; FINDINGS.

(a) Short Title – This act may be cited as ‘The Uncontaminated Cruise Ship Act of 2006’

(b) Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Cruise vessels are one of the most popular forms of vacation travelers and carry millions of passengers through North America each year.

(2) Cruise vessels offer a safe, enjoyable, and educational aquatic experience and transport passengers to some of the most stunning beaches throughout the United States;

(3) 
 A typical cruise ship, on a one week voyage, can generate up to or more then:

(A) 50 tons of garbage


(B) 1 million gallons of graywater (waste water from 

sinks, baths, and laundry)

(C) 210,000 gallons of sewage

(D) 35,000 gallons of oil-contaminated water

(4) 1 In addition, cruise liners dump untreated ballast water in coastal zones

(5) 2 Ocean pollution threatens the beautiful and inspiring oceans and marine wildlife that many cruise vessels intend to present to travelers.

SECTION 2. PROHIBITIONS.

(a) Prohibitions 

(1) No cruise vessel, entering any port of the United States, shall release solid wastes, sewage, graywater, oil-contaminated water, or ballast water.

(2) No cruise vessel, traveling within United States waters, shall release solid wastes, sewage, graywater, oil-contaminated water, or ballast water.

(3) Safety Exception

(A) a release is made only in response to save the carrier from and/or human life from destruction.

SECTION 3. PROGRAM; ENFORCEMENT 

(a)     Program

(1) Inspections - regular announced and unannounced inspections be performed on the cruise vessel operations, equipment, or discharges. 

(2) Regulations - to require the owner or operator of the cruise vessel to keep a detailed log of all ship discharges. This log should contain location, time, substance, and volume of the discharge. These logs must be submitted monthly to the United States Coast Guard. 

(b) Enforcement

(1) Any party that violates Section 2 of this act shall be subjected to, but shall not exceed the following penalties:


(A) $40,000 for the first violation and;


(B) $25,000 for any additional violations.

(2) Determining the amount – When determining the amount issued, the Commandant of the United States Coast Guard or courts shall consider:


(A) the seriousness of the violation


(B) any previous violations


(C) any other matters as justice may require

(3) Procedure for the designated penalties:

(A) Written notification of the violation by the United States Coast Guard

(B) Hearing - the opportunity to request, no later than 30 days after the date on which the notification is received by, a hearing on the proposed penalty.

* Note: This bill was written in context to/subject with H.R. 1636 along with my own embellishment and alterations. The following sources were utilized in writing this bill.

� "Cruise Ships: Cruising for Trouble in our Ocean and Ports." Bluewater Network. Friends of the Earth. 15 Feb. 2006 <http://www.bluewaternetwork.org/campaign_ss_cruises.shtml>.





2  Farr, Sam. United States. Cong. House. Clean Cruise Ship Act of 2005. 109th Cong. 14 Apr. 2005. 12 Feb. 2006 <http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c109:H.R.1636:>.
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