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To require the Department of Transportation, through the Federal Railroad Administration, to establish a grant program for encouraging private investment... (Introduced in House)
1st U.S. Model House of Representatives
1st Session

H. R. 17
To require the Department of Transportation, through the Federal Railroad Administration, to establish a grant program for encouraging private investment in the area of high speed light rail transportation, and to hold competitive bidding to assume Amtrak.

IN THE U.S. MODEL HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
April 18, 2006
Mr. LEBEL introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 



A BILL

To require the Department of Transportation, through the Federal Railroad Administration, to establish a grant program for encouraging private investment in the area of high speed light rail transportation and to hold competitive bidding to assume Amtrak.

Be it enacted by the U.S. Model House of Representatives,
SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Congestion on the interstate highway system in the United States is a growing problem.

(2) Improved mass transportation will decrease the amount of automobiles on the interstate highway system, thus decreasing consumption of fuel and the United States’ dependence on oil.

(3) Light rail transportation is used successfully as a mass transportation system in other countries such as Russia, Japan, and Europe.

(4) Light rail transportation is already being used successfully on a small scale in the United States.

(5) A basic system of rails already exists in the United States.

(6) Improved mass transportation will reduce pollution from automobiles.

(7) Improved mass transportation will reduce automobile accidents.

(8) A wider array of mass transportation options will give increased access to transportation to the public as well as tourists.

(9) Encouraging private investment seems to be the best way to establish a viable high speed light rail transportation system in the United States.

SEC. 2. PROGRAM.

(a) Establishment- The Department of Transportation, through the Federal Railroad Administration, shall establish a grant program for encouraging private investment in the area of high speed light rail transportation and to hold competitive bidding to assume Amtrak to encourage this mode of transportation as a viable alternative to roads. Such program shall--

(1) Provide up to $100 million to any company who has previously establishes a viable regional high speed light rail transportation system;

(2) Establish a system to-- 

(A) Determine if a company is eligible for any funds from this program;

(B) Oversee the distribution of any monies from this program;

(C) Oversee the competitive bidding process for Amtrak

(3) Distribute monies only for the purpose of expanding the light rail system of the company receiving the monies;

(4) Cease to grant any more monies after December 2015;

 (b) Primary Beneficiaries- The program established under subsection (a) shall be designed for the benefit of the traveling public and the public in general as a result of decreased pollution and less congestion on the interstate road system.
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