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To require the Department of Transportation to develop and implement a plan to convert all traffic signs to the metric system by the January 15, 2031. (Introduced in the House)

1st Model U.S. House of Representatives

1st Session
H.R. 13
To require the Department of Transportation to develop and implement a plan to convert all traffic signs to the metric system by the January 15, 2031.

IN THE U.S. MODEL HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

APRIL 18, 2006

Mr. Forseth introduced the following bill; which was referred to the committee of Transportation and Infrastructure.

A Bill

To require the Department of Transportation to develop and implement a plan to convert all traffic signs to the metric system by the January 15, 2031.

Be it enacted by the U.S. Model House of Representatives,
Section 1. Definitions.

(a) STANDARD SYSTEM: A system of measures that uses the units of miles, yards, feet, and inches.

(b) METRIC SYSTEM: A system of measures that uses the units of kilometers, decimeters, meters, centimeters, etc.

Section 2. Findings.


Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The United States uses a standard system of measurements for road signs.

(2) Both of the United States border neighbors, Canada and Mexico; use the Metric system on their road signs.

Robert Forseth, 6th District Wisconsin, Committee of Transportation and Infrastructure

(3) Other countries, like Great Britain and Ireland, are currently changing over to the metric system for road signs leaving the United States as one of a very few nations still using a standard system.

(4) Changing to a metric system would make it easier for United State citizens to understand road signs in a majority of other countries and improve their safety in those countries too.

(5) The Metric system is a universally accepted mode for scientific studies. 

(6) Children’s education would be improved with exposure to a system that uses the same units as those used in the class room.

(7) Use of the Metric system allows for easier calculation of fuel consumption and efficiency.

(8) Change over to the metric system will take many years for the American public and auto industries to adapt.

Section 3. Program.

(a) Establishment: The Department of Transportation shall establish and implement a program to change all United States road signs using the standard system of measurement to the metric system. This program shall be implemented immediately and shall be finally completed by January 15, 2031.

(b) Primary Beneficiaries: The program established under subsection (a) shall be designed for the benefit of all the United States, including Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Guam, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands.
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