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H.R. 19
To require the United States Department of Transportation, through the Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety Administration (PHMSA), to establish a National database that would enable all emergency personnel access to all hazardous materials transported through their communities by way of aviation, railroad, maritime, and motor carrier. 

IN THE U.S. MODEL HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
April 18, 2006
Mrs. Victoria Elliott-Headen introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. 



A BILL

To require the United States Department of Transportation, through the Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety Administration (PHMSA), to establish a National database that would enable all emergency personnel access to all hazardous materials transported through their communities by way of aviation, railroad, maritime, and motor carrier. 

Be it enacted by the U.S. Model House of Representatives,
SECTION 1. FINDINGS.


Congress makes the following findings:



(1) Hazardous materials are any solid, liquid, or gas that can cause harm 


to people, personal property, or the surrounding environment.



(2) The transporting of these hazardous materials establishes a potential 


threat to the general public.  



(3)  Exposure to hazardous materials could result in serious bodily injury 


and/or death. 



(4) Failure to quickly identify hazardous chemicals, and the health hazards 

thereof, could potentially result in the cost of countless number of lives. 


(5) The implementation of such additional resource can be utilized to more efficiently and expeditiously track the transporting of hazardous materials across local communities and throughout the United States.   

SECTION 2. PROGRAM.


(a) Establishment –The United States Department of Transportation, through the Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety Administration (PHMSA), shall establish a National Database that would require all transporters of hazardous materials to submit daily logs that would enable all emergency responders access to all hazardous materials transported through their communities by way of aviation, railroad, maritime, and motor carrier.  Such program shall:
(1) adhere to the Hazardous Materials Transportation Act of 1974.

(2) be accessed online via the Hazardous Material Information Center (HMIC). 

(3) provide another essential resource for safeguarding our local communities

(4) not inhibit the exercise of commerce in the transporting of hazardous materials, nor impede economic growth. 

(5) initiate security measures be taken in order to prevent terrorist from accessing the National Database. 

(6) coordinate and work in conjunction with all other existing Department of Transportation agencies. 

(b) Primary Beneficiaries – The program established under subsection (a) shall be designed for the benefit of the emergency responders, and the general public throughout the United States. 
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