[image: image2.png]MODEL

NITED STATE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES





1st U.S. Model House of Representatives
1st Session

H. R. 18
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IN THE U.S. MODEL HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

April 18, 2006

Mr. Broeker introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure

A BILL

To require the Under Secretary of Transportation for Security to establish a program that mandates: all pilots of commercial aircraft, who are not considered “Federal Flight Deck Officers,” are to lawfully arm themselves with a non-lethal weapon.

Be it enacted by the U.S. Model House of Representatives,
SECTION 1.  SHORT TITLE.


This Act may be cited as the “Protecting Our Skies from Terrorists Act.”

SECTION 2.  FINDINGS.

Congress made the following findings:

(a) Terrorism is the use of fear to attain political ends, as well as the unconventional use of violence against innocent civilians.

(b) September 11, 2001 terrorist hijackers took control of 4 commercial aircraft.

(c) Terrorism is the greatest threat to our country.

(d) Hijacked commercial aircraft still pose an immense threat to our national security.

(e) Aircraft pilots are the last line of defense against terrorist attempts to hijack commercial aircraft.

(f) November 25, 2002 President Bush signed the Arming Pilots Against Terrorism Act (H.R. 4635).
(g) The Arming Pilots Against Terrorism Act required the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) to train and arm those pilots who volunteer for the program.

(h) Fewer pilots than expected have joined the program.

(i) American skies have to be secured to guarantee long-term American posterity.

(j) To truly ensure air safety, all pilots need to have some form of weapon to protect themselves, their aircraft, and their civilian passengers.

(k) Non-lethal force is a force which is not likely to kill someone.  

(l) Non-lethal force is an effective measure of protecting assets.

(m) Non-lethal weapons include, but not limited to, stun guns, tasers, and rubber bullet guns. 

(n) Non-lethal weapons pose no threat to the aircraft.

(o) Even if non-lethal weapons are not as effective as lethal weapons they are better than being completely unarmed.

(p) The arming of pilots would also have a psychological affect on terrorists.

(q) Terrorists are less likely to try to hijack an aircraft if they have the knowledge that pilots are armed.  

SECTION 3.  PROTECTING OUR SKIES PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT- Not later than 90 days after the date of enactment of this Act, the Under Secretary of Transportation for Security shall establish a program that mandates: all pilots of commercial aircraft, who are not already considered “Federal Flight Deck Officers,” are to lawfully arm themselves with a non-lethal weapon.  This allows the pilot to protect his or her aircraft, against any unlawful act to interfere with the operation of such aircraft.  This Act is null to those pilots who are already considered “Federal Flight Deck Officers,” by definition of H.R. 4635.

a. PILOT DEFINED-Under this program, a pilot is any licensed operator of  commercial aircraft, free to transport persons or cargo set forth by the Federal Aviation Regulations and who—

i. is employed by an aircraft carrier.

ii. has been subject to a criminal and employment investigation.

b. TRAINING, SUPERVISION, AND EQUIPMENT-The Under Secretary, in a timely matter, shall provide training, supervision, and the adequate equipment necessary for pilots to fulfill their role set forth by this Act.

i. EQUIPMENT-Any non-lethal weapon that has been tested and determined, by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, to successfully halt the actions of a perpetrator, such as, but not limited to, projectile stun guns and rubber bullet guns. 

ii. TIMELY MANNER-Within two years, all current pilots must have undergone the proper training and licensing to fulfill this Act.  Also, any new pilot must undergo the training and licensing before granted the permission to operate a commercial aircraft.  

c. AUTHORITY TO CARRY WEAPON-Pursuant to this Act, the Under Secretary shall require a pilot to carry a weapon when operating an aircraft involved in intrastate transportation.

d. AUTHORITY TO USE FORCE-Under Federal law, a pilot may use any force (including lethal force) deemed necessary to secure the aircraft which is being threatened.  

e. LIMITATION OF LIABILITY-

i. LIABILITY OF AIR CARRIERS-If a pilot has determined an eminent threat to his or her aircraft, and this threat is pursued by defensive action, and this action results in damages to the aircraft, the air carrier can not be held liable for damages brought in Federal or State courts.

ii. LIABILITY OF PILOTS-If a pilot has determined an eminent threat to his or her aircraft, and this threat is pursued by defensive action, and this action results in damages to the aircraft, the pilot shall not be liable for the damages in any action brought to a Federal or State court; unless there is adequate proof that the pilot is guilty of negligence or purposeful misconduct.

f. PRIMARY BENEFICIARIES-The program established under subsection (a) shall be designed for the benefit of all Americans; this benefit also encompasses citizens of foreign countries, who are traveling, if his or her flight originates or arrives in the United States, Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Guam, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands. 
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