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To require the Centers for Disease Control to establish a comprehensive Avian influenza pandemic preparedness program. 

IN THE U.S. MODEL HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
April 18, 2006
A BILL

To require the Centers for Disease Control to establish a comprehensive Avian influenza pandemic preparedness program. 

Be it enacted by the U.S. Model House of Representatives,
SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that:

(1) Avian influenza H5N1 is a flu virus subtype that occurs mainly in birds, is highly contagious among birds, and can be deadly to them.  Highly deadly infections with these viruses have occurred in humans and are spreading across Asia and Europe.

(2) Most of these cases have resulted from people having direct or close contact with H5N1-infected poultry or H5N1-contaminated surfaces.

(3) The 1918 pandemic, the most lethal of the 3 pandemics that killed over 40,000,000 people worldwide, was caused by an influenza virus that initially jumped directly from birds to humans and subsequently evolved an ability to transmit from human-to-human.

(4) The H5N1 virus could again become a fully transmissible pandemic virus through genetic reassortment or adaptive mutation.

(5) If an influenza pandemic were to occur in the United States, it is estimated to cause 89,000 – 207,000 deaths, with fully 15 – 35% of the population affected, at an economic impact estimated between $71,000,000,000 and $166,500,000,000.
(6) The H5N1 virus is resistant to amantadine and rimantadine, two antiviral medications commonly used for influenza. Two other antiviral medications, oseltamavir and zanamavir, would probably work to treat influenza caused by H5N1 virus, but additional studies still need to be done to demonstrate their effectiveness.  

(7) There currently is no commercially available vaccine to protect humans against H5N1 virus that is being seen in Asia and Europe. 

SEC. 2. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this Act is to establish a comprehensive Avian influenza pandemic preparedness program:

(1) to conduct surveillance to effectively and efficiently detect highly pathogenic avian influenza;

(2) to engender domestic and international collaboration and communication and information networks;

(3) to establish public health measures to prevent spread of highly pathogenic avian influenza among humans;

(4) to ensure emergency health measures to limit the morbidity, mortality, and socioeconomic disruption of infection.

SEC. 3. PROGRAM.

(a) Establishment- Not later than 90 days after the enactment of this Bill, The Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, in collaboration with the Secretary of Health and Human Services, The Director of The National Institutes of Health and with the heads of other relevant departments and agencies of the Government of the United States, based on published recommendations by the World Health Organization, shall implement a influenza pandemic preparedness program.  Such program shall:
(1) Continue CDC- and USDA-imposed embargo on import of all birds (Class: Aves) from countries affected by avian influenza.

(2) Intensify collaboration between the animal and public health sectors.
(3) Improve the accuracy and efficiency of detection of human cases.

(4) In collaboration with the Association of Public Health Laboratories, increase laboratory testing availability for avian influenza by developing and disseminating training workshops for state laboratories on the use of special laboratory (molecular) techniques.

(5) Send samples for avian influenza testing to certified laboratories in the Influenza Branch of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and National Veterinary Services Laboratories of the Department of Agriculture.

(6) Expand and intensify human and animal research with respect to influenza, with particular emphasis on funding clinical and basic research studies investigating development and efficacy of H5N1 virus vaccine and antiviral medications.
(7) Take immediate action to establish an international stockpile of antivirals, vaccines, essential medications, and other supplies as deemed necessary by the Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

(8) In collaboration with the Department of Transportation other relevant agencies, develop mass delivery mechanisms for antiviral drugs.

(9) In collaboration with the Department of Homeland Security and other relevant agencies, assemble personal protective equipment (disposable gloves, impermeable aprons, disinfectable shoes or shoe covers, safety goggles, N-95 filtering facepieces, etc.) for health care providers and poultry industry workers in such quantities as deemed necessary by the Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

(10) Provide vaccines for the current season’s influenza virus, make antiviral medications readily available, and provide guidance for seeking health care attention for domestic poultry workers.

(11) Establish, in coordination with the Influenza Branch of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, a Global Network for Early Detection and Surveillance of Avian Influenza (GNEDSAI), in which GNEDSAI shall execute measures:

(i) to monitor and test for presence of avian influenza;
(ii) to more rapidly and efficiently detect, verify, and report on the presence of infectious diseases, such as highly pathogenic avian influenza.

SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) In General- There is authorized to be appropriated to carry out this Act (and the amendments made by this Act) $1,500,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2006 through 2010.

(b) Availability- Amounts appropriated pursuant to the authorization of appropriations under subsection (a) are authorized to remain available until expended.
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