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H.R. 23
Mr. RICHMOND introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Science.
April 18, 2006
A BILL

To require the National Science Foundation, through the National Institute of Health (NIH), to establish a focused research initiative, using embryonic stem cell therapies, to find solutions for pediatric brain disorders, genetic birth defects such as chromosomal syndromes, Down syndrome, and metabolic disorder, acquired disorders such as traumatic brain injury, and movement disorders such as cerebral palsy and a myriad of other pediatric neurological disorders such as epilepsy, autism, and mental retardation.

Be it enacted by the U.S. Model House of Representatives,   

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.


Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Approximately 14 million children under the age of 19 are diagnosed with a developmental disability.
  



(2) Mental retardation and cerebral palsy affect 1.6 million US children.

(3) State and federal education departments spend a combined $36 billion per year on special education programs for children with developmental disabilities.

(4) Healthcare costs the families of these children hundreds of thousands of dollars in medical bills, resulting in tremendous stresses on the family unit.
  

(5) There are over 100 pediatric disorders causing a fractionalized research and advocacy constituency, yet the underling research for cures and therapies will converge being both synergistic and complementary.

(6) The scientific community needs more stem cell lines released,
 not only those harvested before August 2001.

(7) Stem cell therapy programs have shown promise; however, they remain highly under funded by the NIH when compared to ‘well-recognized diseases.’

(8) The American public remains misinformed about the practice of gathering embryonic stem cells and the potential scientific benefits they afford.

SEC. 2. PROGRAM.  
Establishment- The National Science Foundation, through the National Institute of Health, shall establish a focused research initiative, using embryonic stem cell therapies, to find solutions for pediatric brain disorders, genetic birth defects such as chromosomal syndromes, Down syndrome, and metabolic disorder, acquired disorders such as traumatic brain injury, and movement disorders such as cerebral palsy and a myriad of other neurological disorders such as epilepsy, autism, and mental retardation.  Such a program shall:

(1) provide scientists with more funding to proceed with embryonic stem 

cell therapies;

(2) establish a long-term research effort into all the potential uses for stem 

cell therapy;

(3) coordinate the distribution, into the scientific community, all 

embryonic stem cells obtained from fetuses voluntarily aborted by the mother, and with the consent of the parents those no longer needed for in virto fertilization;  

(4) release more stem cell lines for the scientific community to use for research;

(5) lower the cost to state and federal education programs by attempting to 

cure the children’s disorders;

(6) bring about an equilibrium between funds allocated to research and funds allocated to special services by raising the amount of funds allocated to research;

(7) bring attention to the millions of children, currently being neglected by 

inadequate research efforts, by specifically designing research for their special needs.

� � HYPERLINK "http://www.cnsfoundation.org" ��www.cnsfoundation.org� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov" ��www.cdc.gov� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/dd/" ��www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/dd/� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov" ��www.cdc.gov� 


� Fia Richmond, 


Founder & President of Children’s Neurobiological Solutions Foundation


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.camradvocacy.org/resources/Harvard_Research_Talking_Points.doc" ��www.camradvocacy.org/resources/Harvard_Research_Talking_Points.doc� 


� www4.od.nih.gov/officeofbudget/fundingresearchareas.htm 
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