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Expressing the concern of international art trafficking and a presidential proposal to convene an international conference in 2006 to develop more effective ways to combat trafficking of stolen art at the borders of highly susceptible countries, using current technology, to protect the cultural education and history of countries throughout the world.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

April 18, 2006
Ms. WILSON introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on International Relations.

________________________________________________________________________

A BILL

Expressing the concern of international art trafficking and a presidential proposal to convene an international conference in 2006 to develop more effective ways to combat trafficking of stolen art at the borders of highly susceptible countries, using current technology, to protect the cultural education and history of countries throughout the world.

Be it enacted by the U.S. Model House of Representatives, 
SECTION 1. FINDINGS.


Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Art theft is the third most valuable international illegal activity, after drug dealing and computer fraud.
(2) The trafficking of stolen art, artifacts and priceless national treasures are becoming more prevalent, with losses totaling between $6 billion and $8 billion annually.
(3) U.S. patrons buy nearly 60 percent of the world’s art, both legally and illegally.
(4) Art thieves frequently attempt to sell stolen art and artifacts in the legal market to unaware buyers.
(5) Art theft throughout the world is becoming a highly sophisticated pursuit and countries are struggling to find ways to protect their national treasures from looters. 
(6) International art theft causes permanent loss to the historical heritage of a country.  
(7)  In 1983, the United States passed the Cultural Property Implementation Act,                                            

      which protects both cultural properties, archaeological and ethnological 

      material located in and imported into the United States. Due to the inability to 

      efficiently track stolen art and artifacts, theft and illegal trafficking continues 

       to occur across U.S. borders and into other countries.
(8) In the United States, the National Stolen Property Act precludes the conscious  

      importation, possession, or transfer of stolen objects, and violators are subject      

      to criminal punishment (National Stolen Property Act, U.S. Code Title 18 – 
     Crimes and Criminal Procedure, Sections 2314 and 2315).  

(9) The acquisition and trafficking of stolen art is illegal in most countries, but art

      trafficking still exists and is common all over the world.  

(10) The Getty Art Information Program is part of a 4.1 billion dollar Getty Trust that has partnered with museums and cultural institutions to create a system of uniform standards for identifying stolen art.
(11)  The International Foundation for Art Research publishes a magazine that profiles stolen art, while the Art Loss Register keeps updated listings of stolen or lost art.
(12) The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) helps countries prevent the illegal trade of counterfeit art. The agency has partnered with experts from France’s Louvre museum and fourteen other countries across Europe, South America, Africa and Asia in the use of nuclear science to identify the difference in authentic and falsified artwork.  This technology helps countries detect the illegal export of objects protected by international laws.
(13)  An Art Crime Team exists in the United States that assists domestic and international requests for help in locating stolen art by contacting local art communities and law enforcement agencies.
(14) Inconsistent domestic legislation and ineffective international agreements 

       contribute to the high prevalence of art theft and the illegal import and export     

       of cultural property across all borders.

(15) Creating an international standard for protecting art and artifacts and 

        preventing the illegal theft and trafficking of art worldwide will facilitate the 
        continuing cultural education for future generations.
(16)A comprehensive strategy is necessary to protect prominent art and cultural 
      artifacts from art trafficking across international borders.
(17) Utilizing GPS technology and identification chips to combat art trafficking of 
        historical treasures, art, and artifacts will enable the protection of a country’s 
        history for all people to view and enjoy.

(18) A Global Positioning System (GPS), declared functional and operational in 

       1993, is a satellite navigation system developed and operated by the U.S. 

       Department of Defense (DOD), composed of more than two dozen GPS 
       satellites transmitting signals by radio to electronic GPS receivers.  These 
       receivers can accurately determine the exact location (latitude, longitude, 
       altitude) of any object, in any weather condition, 24 hours a day.  GPS 
       technology can efficiently locate stolen art anywhere in the world and assist 
       in the arrest of art traffickers.

SECTION 2. PROGRAM.

(a) Establishment- The President of the United States, with support from art 

trafficking experts and organizations, should seek to convene an international conference in 2006 with other leaders to establish a more effective and technologically advanced system and set of guidelines to follow for protecting works of art and culturally imported artifacts, as well as investigating and prosecuting perpetrators involved in illegal trafficking of art and cultural artifacts across our borders and throughout the world.  The conference shall –

(1) promote discussions of using and inserting current technology (Global Positioning System, identification chip) in art and artifacts displayed in museums and educational establishments across the world to deter theft, to provide the exact location of stolen art, and to prevent the trafficking of stolen art across country borders.
(2) establish Federal government funding methods with local government communities for implementation and insertion of a tracking device in historical art and artifacts in museums and educational institutions throughout the United States, as well as in other countries as necessary.
(3) establish harsher punishments and penalties worldwide for anyone who attempts to illegally export/import stolen art.
(4) establish an international alert system in the United States and throughout dominant countries within Europe, Asia, Africa, and South America to inform border control officials as well as potential art buyers of stolen art and artifacts.
(5) create a committee of international leaders, representing several countries, who can begin to implement the use of a tracking device in historical art and artifacts and who are able to efficiently use the system and alert international border control officials of an art thief approaching the country’s border.   
(b) Primary Beneficiaries – The international conference established in subsection (a)

will benefit all countries throughout the world in preserving their heritage and preventing the theft and trafficking of cultural art and artifacts across borders.  Utilizing current technological devices to track and locate stolen art will save billions of dollars in art theft and preserve the educational history for future generations across the world.
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