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To require the United States government step up its efforts in helping to eliminate the use of child soldiers by state governments (Introduced in House)

1st U.S. Model House of Representatives
1st Session
H.R. 5
To require the United States government step up its efforts in helping to eliminate the use of child soldiers by state governments.

IN THE U.S. MODEL HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

April 18, 2006
Ms. THOMPSON introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on International Relations

A BILL

To require the United States government step up its efforts in helping to eliminate the use of child soldiers by state governments.

Be it enacted by the U.S. Model House of Representatives,
SECTION 1. FINDINGS.


Congress makes the following findings:

(1) “Child soldier” is defined as any person under eighteen years of age who is  

       engaged in deadly combat or combat support as part of an armed force or 

       group.
(2) In the last two decades, two million children have been killed in situations or 

     armed conflict.
(3) There are well over 300,000 children who are currently fighting in wars or 

      have recently been demobilized.
(4) The United States, along with other states, has the primary obligation for the  

     enforcement of international human rights standards, especially for the 
     protection of the most vulnerable—children.

(5) The six violations that are being systematically committed against children in

      situations of armed conflict are: killing or maiming of children; the   

      recruitment or use of child soldiers; attacks against schools or hospitals; rape 

      or other grave sexual violence against children; abduction of children; and    

      denial of humanitarian access for children.
(6) The United Nations has identified 11 situations of concern: Burundi; Cote 

     d’Iovire; the Democratic Republic of the Congo; Somalia; the Sudan; Nepal;

     Columbia; Myanmar’ the Philippines’ Sri Lanka; Uganda.
(7) Let it be known that within these above mentioned countries, there are

     altogether 54 offending parties however this includes both insurgents and 

     Governments.  The United States does not and will not recognize insurgent

     parties, terrorist parties, or those parties that are not directly tied to or related 

     to the government recognized by the United Nations.
(8) While the United States has provided its signature to various international 

      legal regimes against child soldiers as well as having provided aid to victims

     of war and to fight international labor practices, the government still transfers

      weapons and training to state armed forces that use children 16 and under.

SEC. 2. PROGRAM


(a) Establishment- The United States government shall step up its efforts in helping to 
                 eliminate the use of child soldiers by state governments by increasing awareness of the 
                 problem, reassessing the international arms trades and assisting financially if 
                 necessary.  Such program shall—
(1) raise public awareness on the issue of child soldiers, NGOs and donor groups 
     through television and radio campaigns;
(2) work with other governments to make international small arms sales and 
      trades virtually impossible;
(3) impose harsher sanctions on those citizens caught in international illicit arms 
      trading;

(4) make a greater effort to support (both technically and financially) local 
      initiatives that seek to control or reverse small arms proliferation;
(5) show support for the International Criminal Court by publicly supporting the 
     criminalization of the use of child soldiers and those who aid in the use of 
     child soldiers either financially or by supplying weapons, training, or other 
     support;
(6) when donating money to one of the 11 above mentioned governments, make it 
     on a condition that a majority of the money will be spent on programs for the 
     people and not on the military.

(b) Primary Beneficiaries-The program established under subsection (a) shall be designed 
     for the benefit off all mankind including, and especially, children.
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