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A BILL 

To amend title 18, United States Code, with respect to protections for the Medal of Honor, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the United States Model House of Representatives,
SECTION 1.  INTENT OF LEGISLATION

The intent of this legislation is to deal with the following issues:

1) Affirm and maintain the integrity of existing legislation (Title 18 U.S. Code, Chapter 33, §  704, 1) with regard to prohibitions against unauthorized wear or manufacture of military medals, ribbons and badges, and expanding that protection to prohibit the unauthorized production of fraudulent certificates or citations.

2) To expand the protections of the Title to prohibit fraudulent claims to any military award, establishing penalties whether the medal is worn or not.

3) To provide increased penalties for violation of any of the above in cases wherein the violation involves Valorous awards (e.g. Medal of Honor, Distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross, Air Force Cross, Silver Star), and/or the Purple Heart.

4) To reaffirm the prohibitions against the sale of the Medal of Honor, or the possession of any illegally obtained Medal of Honor, or any counterfeit Medal of Honor.

SECTION 2.  FINDINGS

Congress finds that--

1) Fraudulent claims surrounding receipt of the Medal of Honor, the Distinguished-Service Cross, the Air Force Cross, the Navy Cross, the Purple Heart, or any other medal or decoration awarded by Congress or the armed forces damage the reputation and meaning of these medals;

2) Federal law enforcement officers are currently limited in their ability to prosecute fraudulent claims of receipt of military medals; and

3) Changes to the current statute are necessary to allow law enforcement personnel to protect the reputation and meaning of these medals.

SECTION 3.  MILITARY MEDAL PROTECTIONS

Section 704 of title 18, United States Code, is amended--

1) in subsection (a)--

(a) In General.--Whoever knowingly wears, or manufactures, or sells any decoration or medal authorized by Congress for the armed forces of the United States, or any of the service medals or badges awarded to the members of such forces, or the ribbon, button, or rosette of any such badge, decoration or medal, or any colorable imitation thereof, or produces blank certificates or citations of receipt of any medal or decoration, except when authorized under regulations made pursuant to law, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than six months, or both.

2) by redesignating subsection (b) as subsection (c);

3) by inserting after subsection (a) the following:

(b) False Claims About Receipt of Military Medals.—Whoever knowingly, for any purpose, in any manner, falsely conveys or represents that they are in fact a recipient of, or were in fact awarded, any decoration or Medal authorized by Congress for the Armed Forces of the United States, or any of the Service Medals or Badges awarded to the members of such forces, or the ribbon, button, lapel pin, or rosette of any such badge, decoration or medal, or the citation, certificate or General Order of any such badge, decoration or Medal, or any colorable imitation thereof, except when authorized under regulations made pursuant to law, shall be fined under this Title or imprisoned not more than six months or both.

 (1) Valor Awards.--If a decoration or medal involved in an offense under subsection (a) or subsection (b) is a Distinguished Service Cross awarded under Section 3742 of title 10, an Air Force Cross awarded under section 8742 of Title 10, a Navy Cross awarded under section 6242 of title 10, a Silver Star awarded under section 3746, 6244, or 8746 of Title 10, or a Purple Heart awarded under section 1129 of title 10, or any replacement or duplicate medal as authorized by statute, in lieu of the punishment provided in that subsection, the offender shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 1 year, or both.

(bc) Medal of Honor.— Whoever knowingly manufactures, buys, sells, offers to buy, offers to sell, obtains by theft, imports, or exports, or exchanges for anything of value, a Medal of Honor, neck ribbon, service ribbon bar, rosette, lapel pin; or any fraudulent citation, certificate, or general order thereof; except when authorized under regulations pursuant to law, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 1 year, or both. Whoever displays or possesses any Medal of Honor, neck ribbon, service ribbon bar, rosette, lapel pin, certificate or citation, or any colorable imitation thereof, that was illegally worn, manufactured, bought, sold, imported, exported, or exchanged for anything of value shall be obligated to surrender possession, right and title thereto.

(1) In general.--If a decoration or medal involved in an offense under subsection (a) or subsection (b) is a Medal of Honor, in lieu of the punishment provided in that subsection, the offender shall be fined not more than $100,000 under this title, imprisoned not more than 1 year, or both. If a business or corporation is convicted under this title and section the fine shall be not more than $250,000, a prohibition against receiving any United States Government contracts or sub-contracts for not more than 15 years, or both.

(2) Definitions.--(A) As used in subsection (a) with respect to a Congressional Medal of Honor, ``sells'' includes trades, barters, or exchanges for anything of value.

(B) As used in this subsection, ``Medal of Honor'' means--

(i) a medal of honor awarded under section 3741, 6241, or 8741 of title 10 or section 491 of title 14;

(ii) a duplicate medal of honor issued under section 3754, 6256, or 8754 of title 10 or section 504 of title 14; or

(iii) a replacement of a medal of honor provided under section 3747, 6253, or 8747 of title 10 or section 501 of title 4
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