[image: image3.png]MODEL

NITED STATE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES





A call for funding, to require the United States Armed Forces, through the Army Corps of Engineers, to establish a permanent levee system in the Greater New Orleans area that can withstand a hurricane that …

HR 26
1st United States Model House of Representatives
1st Session

H. R. 26
A call for funding, to require the United States Armed Forces, through the Army Corps of Engineers, to establish a permanent levee system in the Greater New Orleans area that can withstand a hurricane that has been labeled a Category Five by the National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration.

IN THE U.S. MODEL HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

April 18, 2006
Mr. MELANCON introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Financial Services


A BILL

A call for funding, to require the United States Armed Forces, through the Army Corps of Engineers, to establish a permanent levee system in the Greater New Orleans area that can withstand a hurricane that has been labeled a Category Five by the National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration

Be it enacted by the United States Model House of Representatives, 

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Hurricanes are severe tropical storms originating in the equatorial regions of the Atlantic Ocean or Caribbean Sea, traveling north, northwest, or northeast from its point of origin, and usually involving heavy rains, damaging winds, and torrential flooding.

(2) Hurricanes are threats to coastal States of the United States, specifically the Gulf South Region.

(3) Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf South Region on August 29, 2005 and caused the eventual destruction of the New Orleans levee system.

(4) The previous New Orleans levee system was rated to withstand only a Category Three hurricane on the Saffir-Simpson scale when it was originally constructed.

(5) Hurricane Katrina was a Category Four hurricane when it impacted the state of Louisiana. 

(6) The failure of the levee system was due to the rapid storm surge from a hurricane that was more powerful than for what the system was constructed. 

(7) The failure of the levee system has been more costly in terms of destruction of property than any cost estimate for the construction of an adequate levee system, before Hurricane Katrina struck. 

(8) New Orleans is the second largest port in the United States and should receive protection from natural disasters for the safety and interests of business and commerce that utilize the Mississippi River.

(9) The key steps to protecting the City New Orleans from Hurricanes are to finalize the construction costs from the Army Corps of Engineers and establish a permanent line item in the budget to cover the costs of construction and maintenance. 

SEC. 2. PROGRAM.

(a) Establishment- the United States Armed Forces, through the Army Corps of Engineers, shall create and initiate a plan to construct a levee system in the Greater New Orleans area that is certified by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to withstand a Category Five hurricane on the Saffir-Simpson scale. Such program shall—

(1) make expedient effort to create a plan for protection against a Category Five hurricane;

(2) call for funding in next year’s budget to construct a levee system outlined in the attachment (A);

(b) Primary Beneficiaries- The program established under subsection (a) shall be designed for the benefit of the Greater New Orleans area in Louisiana and surrounding municipalities. 

(c) Budgeting- Total cost breakdown outlined in Attachment (A) reads as follows:

Construction of levee sections: (AMENDED BUDGET as of 4/7/06)

(1) 
$2,779,500,000

(2) 
$1,009,800,000

(3) 
$   505,500,000

(4) 
$   511,500,000

Total 
$4,806,300,000

Engineering and design 
$   720,900,000

Supervision and Admins.
$   567,900,000

TOTAL ESTIMATED COST 
$6,104,100,000

 

(d) Budgeting- Reallocation

Funding for this project shall not incur new debt financed by the U.S. Treasury. Funding for this project shall come from the Iraq reconstruction allocation in the amount of $3,104,100,000 and from reducing the amount of military personnel to equal a reduction in overall costs by $3,000,000,000.

Attachment (A)

Levee Reconstruction Proposal Map
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